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1.1 Preamble:  
In India, Political Science has never been more relevant than it is today. As the country navigates the 
complexities of economic development, social justice, and political reform, the study of political science 
offers valuable insights and expertise. Political Science as a discipline of study not only deals with the 
structure of governments and administration and study of political theories, but also various aspects of 
human life. Academic engagements with cardinal aspects of cooperation, adjustments and toleration are 
paramount for achieving an inclusive society. The discipline of Political Science gives special focus on 
democracy both as an idea and a form of government. It helps people become conscious of their rights 
and duties and various socio- political developments around them. Studying political science helps to 
promote peace in a multi-national, multi-cultural, multi-lingual society like India. 
 
1.2 Introduction:  
The existential objective has been essentialised in the entire Post Graduate Programme to attain the 
crescendo in understanding of the subject matter of politics in the broader arena centrism of social 
sciences. It will impart the knowledge of diverse political ideologies, important concepts, and the latest 
developments in local, state, national, world politics and governments. The course is designed with the 
aim to provide profound opportunities in spite of the disciplinary domain with sheer clarity and 
comprehensiveness on the subject matter. Courses like democracy and governance, fundamental rights 
aim to manifest larger interests in understanding freedom, rights, public opinion and democratic social 
relations. The comprehensive courses have launched career-oriented curriculum with the aim of capacity 
building among the students. 
 
Keeping these in view the present course has been designed with the following objectives: 
 
● To provide knowledge regarding concepts, theories, issues and debates that 
characterize the study of contemporary political discourse. 
● To inculcate intellectual urge among the students for understanding most pressing 
political issues in terms of historical, comparative, theoretical and policy-oriented 
perspectives. 
● To facilitate the learners in identifying probable areas for future research and enhance 
their research skills. 
 
1.3 Programme Outcome:  
 
This syllabus with absolute relevant detailing ensures the learning of the discipline at the one hand on the 
other hand it incorporates the students to realize and prepare for the competitive examination in seeking 
jobs. The courses including the political traditions, political thought, democratic theories and governance 
explicitly impact on the young minds injecting the ideas of rights, equality and freedom. Courses like 
international relations, political process, public administration enable them to prepare for the government, 
administrative and other personnel management services. The courses are framed in such a way the 
students would be mentally prepared for governance, consultancy and research-oriented services. The 
courses ultimately culminate in the feasible understanding of the discipline engaging the students into 
diverse work opportunities in future. 



 
 
 
 
Semester Course 

Code 
Title of the Course Lecture   Tutorial 

First Semester 
(Core) 

PSCC1 Political Theory: Discourses 48 32 

PSCC2 International Relations -I 48 32 

PSCC3 Modern Indian Political Thought 48 32 

Second 
Semester 
(Core) 

PSCC4 Contemporary Political Thought 48 32 

PSCC5 International Relations-II 48 32 

PSCC6 Public Administration: Theories and Practices  48 32 

DISCIPLINE 
SPECIFIC 
ELECTIVE 
(DSE) 
 
1st & 2nd 
Semester 

PSDSE1 Public Policy in India (1st) 48 32 

PSDSE2 Politics of Developing Countries 48 32 

PSDSE3 Rural Development in India (1st) 48 32 

PSDSE4 State Politics in India 48 32 

DISCIPLINE 
SPECIFIC 
ELECTIVE 
(DSE) 
 
3rd & 4th 
Semester 

PSDSE5 Gender and Politics in India 48 32 

PSDSE6 Social Movement in India 48 32 

PSDSE7 Rights and Resources: Understanding 
Ecological Politics in India 

48 32 

PSDSE8 Dissertation (For 4th semester students only)   

1st & 3rd  
SEM AEC 

 Understanding Election Processes in India  48 32 

     

2nd Sem 
GEC 

 Environmental Politics in India 48 32 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Title of the Course:Political Theory: Discourses  
Course Code: PSCC1 

Nature of Course: Major 
Total Credits: 4 

 

The following are the Course Outcomes and Intended Learning Outcomes of the course. After completion 
of this course, the learners will be able to: 

 Course Objective: 

●​ The course will make students analyze the development, approaches, and importance of studying 
political theory. 

●​ It will help students understand the various schools of thought in political theory. The students 
will also be able to assess the nature and diversities of democracy. 

●​ Explaining the key concepts in Political Theory will help students to critically evaluate the 
political issues and debates. 

●​ The course intends to ascertain that students explore contemporary perspectives in political 
theory. 

Learning Outcome :  

●​ On completion of this course students will be well-prepared to pursue the fundamental 
concepts of political theory. 

●​ They will also be able to apply theoretical lens to current and ever-changing approaches to 
political theory. 

●​ The students will be familiarized with the contemporary issues which will further help in 
preparing for future research work. 

 
Unit Topic No. of 

Lecture 
No. of 

Tutorials 
 

I 
Introduction to Political Theory: 
1.​ What is Political Theory?- Meaning nature Significance 
2.​ Evolution of Political Theory 
3.​ Political Ideology and Philosophy  
4.​ Decline and Resurgence 

 

12 08 

 

II 

Approaches to Political Theory-  
1.​ Normative Approach,  
2.​ Empirical 
3.​ Behavioural and  
4.​ Post Behavioural 

12 08 



 
 

III 
Traditions: Classical Tradition 

1.​ Liberal- Classical, Modern and New,  
2.​ Conservatism,  
3.​ Socialism and  
4.​ Marxism  

12 08 

IV 
Contemporary  Tradition:  

1.​ Feminism,  
2.​ Postmodernism  
3.​ Multiculturalism and 
4.​ Ecological  

12 08 
 

 

 Suggested Reading List: 

●        Bhargava, R. (2008) ‘What is Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A.(eds.) 
Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman,pp. 2-16. 

●        Bellamy, R. (1993) ‘Introduction: The Demise and Rise of Political Theory’, in Bellamy,R. 
(ed.)Theories and Concepts of Politics. New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 1-14. 

●        Glaser, D. (1995) ‘Normative Theory’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory and 
Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 21-40. 

●        Sanders, D. (1995) ‘Behavioural Analysis’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory and 
Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 58-75. 

●        Chapman, J.(1995)‘The Feminist Perspective’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.)Theory and 
Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 94-114. 

●        Bhargava, R, ‘Why Do We Need Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, 
A.(eds.)Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp.17-36. 

●        Bannett, J. (2004) ‘Postmodern Approach to Political Theory’, in Kukathas, Ch. And 
Gaus,G.F.(eds.)Handbook of Political Theory. New Delhi: Sage,pp.46-54. 

●        Vincent, A. (2004) The Nature of Political Theory. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2004,pp.19-80. 

●        Srinivasan,J.(2008). ‘Democracy’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A.(eds.)Political Theory: 
An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp.106-128. 

●        Owen, D. (2003) ‘Democracy’, in Bellamy, R. and Mason, A.(eds.)Political Concepts. 
Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 105-117. 

●        Christiano,Th.(2008)‘Democracy’, in Mckinnon,C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, 
NewYork: Oxford University Press, pp. 80-96. 

●        Arblaster,A. (1994) Democracy. (2ndEdition). Buckingham: Open University Press. 



 
●        Roy,A.‘Citizenship’ in Bhargava, R.and Acharya, A. (eds.)Political Theory: AnIntroduction. 
New Delhi:Pearson Longman, pp.130-146. 

●        Brighouse, H.(2008) ‘Citizenship’, in Mckinnon,C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New 
York: Oxford University Press, pp. 241-258. 

●        Andrew Heywood, Political Ideologies: An Introduction,PalgraveMacmillan,2012 

●        Gauba, O.P, An Introduction to Political Theory, MacMillan India Ltd,Delhi,2007 

●        Dutta, Akhil Ranjan, Political Theory: Issues and Debates, Arun Prakashan,Guwahati,2011 

 
 
 
 

Title of the Course: International Relations - I 
Course Code: PSCC2 

Nature of Course: Major 
            Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 4822 

       Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 
Total Credits: 4 

 

Course Objectives:  

●​ This course familiarizes students with the academic discipline of international 
relations. Theories and fundamental concepts of international relations are 
introduced to the students.  

●​ It introduces students to different schools of thought on IR and the diverse 
perspectives that emanate in their writings. 

●​ The course intends to ascertain that students are able to analyse contemporary 
world events with a theoretical framework of international relations.  

●​ It is also intended that students are equipped with existing methods of 
understanding international relations and are able to comprehend how 
international relations are shaped, constructed and determined. 

Learner’s Outcomes:  

●​ On completion of this course students will be well-prepared to pursue research in 
international relations at the university or contribute at policy-levels.  

●​ They will also be able to apply theoretical lens to current and ever-changing 
international events which will help them contribute to new -knowledge systems 
and the growth of the subject.  



 
●​ The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET 

exams and other competitive exams like civil services. 

 
Unit Topic No. of 

Lectur
e 

No. of 
Tutorials 

I 
Understanding International Relations:  

●​ International Relations-Growth and 
development  

●​ Three images/Levels of Analysis  
●​ Non Western IR Theory: Dependency 

Theory  

12 08 

II Contending Theories of International Relations: 
1.​  Liberalism:The English School 
2.​ Classical, Structural and Defensive Realism 
3.​ Marxism 

12 08 

III Alternative Perspectives on International Relations: 
●​ Critical Theory,  
●​ Postmodernism, Social Constructivism, 
●​ Feminism in International Relations 

12 08 

IV 
Key Debates in International Relations 

●​ International Political Economy 
●​ Globalization and its resistance 
●​ Ecologism 

12 08 

 

 

Suggested Readings 

 

●​ M.Nicholson,(2002)InternationalRelations:AConciseIntroduction,NewYork:Palgrave. 
●​ R. Jackson and G. Sorensen,(2007)Introduction to International Relations: Theories and 

Approaches, 3rd Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
●​ S.Joshua.GoldsteinandJ.Pevehouse,(2007)InternationalRelations,NewYork:Pearson 

Longman, 2007. 
●​ C.Brownand K.Ainley,(2009) Understanding International Relations, Basingstoke: 

Palgrave. 
●​ Tim Dunne et al. 2013. “The End of International Relations Theory?” European Journal 

of International Relations 19(3): 405-425. 
●​ Jackson, R and G. Sorenson, 2013. “Introduction to the theories of International relations’, 

OUP. 
●​ Scott Burchill, “Liberal Internationalism”, in Scott Burchill and Andrew Linklater, eds., 



 
Theories of International Relations, New York: St Martin Press, 1996, pp. 28-66. 

●​ David A. Baldwin, “Neo-liberalism, Neo-Realism and World Politics”, in David A. 
Baldwin, ed., Neo-Realism and Neo-liberalism: The Contemporary Debate, New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1993, pp. 3-28. 

●​ Joseph Grieco, “Anarchy and the Limits of Cooperation: A Realist Critique of the New 
Liberal Institutionalism”, International Organization, vol. 42, no. 3, 1988, pp. 485-507. 

●​ Chris Brown, “Development and Dependency” in Margot Light and A.J.R. Groom. ed., 
International Relations, A Handbook of Current Theory, London: FrancesPinter,1985), 
pp.60-73 

●​ Michael W. Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies and Foreign Affairs”, in Scott P. Handler,ed., 
International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ Press,2013), 
pp.75- 81 

●​ RobertO.Keohane,“TheoryofWorldPolitics:StructuralRealismandBeyond”,inRobert 
O.Keohane,ed.,NeorealismandItsCritics(NewYork:ColumbiaUniversityPress,1986),pp.158
-202. 

●​ Robert Koehane. “Harmony, Cooperation and Discord”, in Scott P. Handler, ed., 
International Politics – Classic and Contemporary Readings (USA: CQ 
Press,2013),pp.92- 99. 

●​ Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace (New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 1993 [1948]), pp. 3-26. 

●​ KennethN.Waltz,“LawsandTheories”,inKennethN.Waltz,TheoryofInternational Politics 
(New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), pp. 1-17. 

●​ Kenneth N. Waltz, “Reductionist and Systemic Theories”, in Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of 
International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), pp. 60-78. 

●​ Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1954), pp. 1-15, 224-238. 

●​ Benoy Kumar Sarkar, “Hindu Theory of International Relations”, The American 
Political Science Review, vol. 13, no. 3, August 1919, pp. 400-414. 

●​ Mervyn Frost, “Tragedy, Ethics and International Relations”, in Stephen Chan and 
Cerwyn Moore, eds., Theories of International Relations, Vol. 2, Indusland Oaks: Sage, 
2006, pp. 397 - 416. 

●​ William M. Sullivan 2008. The globalization of ethics: religious and secular 
perspectives. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 

●​ Watson, M. 2014. 'Theoretical Traditions in Global Political Economy,' in Ravenhill, 
John, ed.2014. Global Political Economy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, chapter two. 

●​ Alexandre Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of it: The Social Construction of 
Power Politics” in James Der Derian ,ed., International Theory-Critical Investigations 
(New York: New York University Press,1995), pp.129-177 

●​ Anthony Burke , “ Postmodernism” in Christian Reus Smit and Duncan Snidal ,ed., The 
Oxford Handbook of International Relations (Oxford: Oxford university Press, 2010), 
pp. 359-378 

●​ J.Ann Tickner, “A Critique of Morganthau’s Principles of Realism,” in Robert J.Art and 
Robert Jervis, ed. International Politics-Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, 
Longman, 2010, pp.17-28 

●​ Richard Devetak, “Critical Theory”, in Scott Burchill and Andrew Linklater, eds., 
Theories of International Relations (London: Macmillan Press, 1996), pp. 145-178. 

●​ Ted Hopf, “The Promise of Constructivism in IR Theory”, in Andrew Linklater ed., 

http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/record%3Db2502463


 
Critical Concepts in Political Science, Vol. 4, New York: Routledge 2000, pp. 
1756-1783. 

●​ Amitav Acharya and Barry Buzan ,ed. , Non-Western InternationalRelations 
TheoryPerspectives on and beyond Asia, (New York:Routledge 2010), pp. 1-27 

●​ Tamang, Dipti. “Gendering International Security: Seeing Feminist Theories 
asInternational Relations.” International Studies 50, no. 3(2016): 226 – 239. 

●​ E. Carr, (1981) The Twenty Years Crisis, 1919-1939: An Introduction to the Study of 
International Relations, London: Macmillan, pp. 63-94. 

●​ K. Shimko, (2005) International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies, New York: 
Houghton Mifflin, pp. 195-219. 

●​ R. Jackson and G. Sorensen, (2007) Introduction to International Relations: Theories and 
approaches, 3rdEdition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 97-128. 

●​ S.Lawson,(2003)InternationalRelations,Cambridge:PolityPress,pp.21-60. 
●​ J.Singer,(1961)‘TheInternationalSystem:TheoreticalEssays’,WorldPolitics,Vol.14 
      (1),pp.77-92. 

 
 
 
 

 
Title of the Course 

 
: 

 
Modern Indian Political Thought 

Course No. : PSCC3 
Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : : 48  
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : :32  
Total Credits  : 04 

Course objective: This Course would imbibe in the students the scholarly debates and 
discussions that shape the politics in contemporary India. It would help to initiate an 
alternative framework to interpret Indian society and politics by introducing the students 
to some of the most prominent and influential modern Indian thinkers and their ideas 
which laid the foundation of Indian Nation. 

Learner’s Outcome: The students will learn to trace the evolution of the Modern Indian 
Political thought which will enhance their understanding on the various debates on 
diverse visions on Nationalism, thoughts and contributions of various nationalist leaders 
for socio-political and economic emancipation of the Dalits, Women, Peasants, working 
class, students etc. 

 

Unit Topic No. of 
Lectures 

No. of 
Tutorials 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Recommended Texts: 
●​ Guha Ramchandra, Makers of Modern India, Penguin Viking, 2010 
●​ Pentham Thomas, V.R.Mehta, Political Ideas in Modern India: Thematic Explorations, sage, 2006 

●​ Partha Chaterjee, Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World, Zed Books, 1986. 
●​ A Appadorai, Documents on Political Thought in Modern India, 2001, Oxford University Press 
●​ Appadorai, Indian Political thinking through the Ages, Khanna Publisher Delhi, 1992. 
●​ A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism, Popular, Bombay, 1954 
●​ T. Panthan and K Deustch (ed.), Political thought in Modern India, Sage, New Delhi, 1986. 
●​ V.P. Verma, Modern Indian Political thought, Lakshmi Narain Agarwal, Agra, 1974. 
●​ B. Parekh, Penthsam Thomas (ed.), Political Discourse; Exploration in Indian and Western 

Thought, Sage, New Delhi, 1987. 
●​ Pandey Rajendra, Chakraborty Bidyut, Modern Indian Political Thought: Text and Context, 

Sage, 2009 
●​ C.A.Bayly, Recovering Liberties: Indian Thought in the Age of Liberalism and Empire, 

Cambridge, 2012 
●​ Girin Phukon , Glimpses of Political Thought, DVS Publishers, 2013 
●​ Appadorai, Indian Political Thinking in the twentieth century, South Asian Publishers, 2005 

 
I 

Reformist Thinkers 
a.​ Raja Rammohan Roy- Social Reforms 
b.​ Ramabai- Gender Equality 
c.​ Periyar - Caste System and Untouchability 

12 08 

 
II 

Nationalist  Thinkers 
a.​ B.G. Tilak’s idea of nationalism 
b.​ Muhammad Iqbal’s Muslim Nationalism 
c.​ Nehru on Nationalism  

12 08 

 
III 

Social Changes and Emancipation  
a.​ Ambedkar 
b.​ Gandhi 
c.​ Dindayal Upadhaya 

12 08 

IV 
Socialist Thinkers 

a.​ M.N Roy- Radical Humanism and Colonial Thesis 
b.​ Jay Prakash Narayan- Total Revolution 
c.​ Ram Manohar Lohia-   

12 08 



 
●​ P. K. Datta, Sanjay Palshikar ed., Political Science, Volume 3: Indian Political Thought, ICSSR 

and OUP India in 2013. 
 

 
Recommended Readings: 

●​ Sarkar Hem Chandra (ed.), Second edition of Sopiya Dobson Collet (Compiled and 
Edited) The Life and Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy,1994 Calcutta, Digitized by Internet 
Archive 2007. 

●​ Zastouphil Lynn, Rammohun Roy and The Making of Victorian Britain, Palgrave, 2010 
●​ Lieut.-Colonel G. F. I. Graham, The Life And Work Of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, William 

Blackwood And Sons Edinburgh And London, 1985 
●​ Ganguli B.N., ‘Dadabhai Naoroji and the Drain Theory’, The Journal of Asian Studies, 

Cambridge University Press, Aug.1967 
●​ Dube Rajendra Prasad, Jawaharlal Nehru: A Study in Ideology and Social Change, Mittal 

Publications, 1988 
●​ Zachairah Benjamin, Nehru, Routledge, 2004 
●​ Nehru Jawaharlal, Discovery of India, Meridian Books, London 1956. 
●​ Parekh, Bhikhu, Nehru and the National Philosophy of India, Economic and Political 

Weekly, Vol. 26, No. 1/2 (Jan. 5-12, 1991), pp. 35-48 
●​ Dennis, Dalton, The Idea of Freedom in the Political Thought of Vivekananda and 

Aurobindo, WPSA Conference, March 22-24, Portland, Oregon 
●​ Danino Michel (ed.) Sri Aurobindo And India’s Rebirth, Rupa Publications,2018 



 

●​ Makarand Pranjape (ed.), Sri Aurobindo Reader, Penguin India, 2003 
●​ Dennis, Dalton, The Idea of Freedom in the Political Thought of Vivekananda and Aurobindo, 

WPSA Conference, March 22-24, Portland, Oregon 
●​ R.J. Cashman, The myth of the Lokmanya Tilak and mass Politics in Maharashtra, Berkeley, 

University of California Press, 1975. 
●​ S. Ghose, The Resistance to Militant Nationalism, Allied Publishers, Bombay, 1969. 
●​ Engineer, Asghar Ali , ‘Iqbal’s Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam’, Social Scientist 

Vol.8, No.8, March, pp. 52-63. 
●​ Keer, Dhananjay, Veer Savarkar, Bombay: Popular Prakashan,1966 
●​ Madani, Composite Nationalism and Islam, New Delhi: Manohar, 2005. 
●​ Gopinath. Dhawan, Political Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi,Read Books, 2006. 
●​ D. Hardiman, Gandhi in His Time and Ours, Delhi: Oxford, University Press, 2003 
●​ B. Parek, Gandhi: A Short Introduction, Sterling Publication, 2010 
●​ Parel, Anthony J, Gandhi: Hind Swaraj and Other Writings, Cambridge University Press, 

New Delhi, 2009 
●​Jaffrelot, Christophe, Analysing and Fighting Caste: Dr Ambedkar andUntouchability, 

Permanent Black, New Delhi, 2005 
●​ Michael Emin Salla, Satyagraha in Mahatma Gandhi’s Political Philosophy, Peace Research, 

Vol. 25, No. 1 (February 1993), pp. 39-48, 49-62 
●​ D. N. , Gandhi, Ambedkar and Separate Electorates Issue, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 

26, No. 21 (May 25, 1991), pp. 1328-1330 
●​ Ambedkar: Annihilation of Caste ; The Untouchables-who were they and why they became 

Untouchables. 
●​ Chaudhary Bhupen, SavitriBai Phule, Global Vision Publishing House, 2020 
●​ Kris Manjapra, M. N. Roy: Marxism and Colonial Cosmopolitanism, Delhi: Routledge, India, 

2010 
●​ Girdner J. Eddie, Socialism, Sarvodaya and Democracy: The Theoretical Contribution of 

M.N.Roy, J.P.Narayan and J.B. Kripalani, Gyan Publication, 2013 
●​ Prasad, Bimal, A Revolutionary's Quest: Selected Writings of Jayaprakash Narayan, Nehru 

Memorial Museum and Library, Manohar, New Delhi, 200 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Title of the Course : Contemporary Political Thought 

Course No. : PSCC4 
Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 4822 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 

Total Credits : 04 

Course Rationale: The course aims at informing and enlightening the students on contemporary Political 
Thought through a reading of the ideas and thoughts of five very crucial contemporary political thinkers. The 
course is designed to enable the students understand and critically interprete the work of these thinkers and 
their understanding of political processes. This course is designed to help students gentrate and develop their 
own critical perspective into contemporary politics. 

Learner’s Outcome: The students are expected to be equiped with the ideas, methods and thoughts of the 
thinkers this course engages with. Students are expected to generate critical insight into the thoughts of these 
thinkers and the socio-political issues they engage with through their thought. The course will benefit students 
willing to pursue their carreer in academics further. 

  
Unit Topic   No. 

of 
Lect
ures 

No. of 
Tutorial
s 

I Class and Revolution:  
Marx 
Mao 
Hannah Ardent 
- Dialectical Materialism, Materialist Interpretation 
 

12 8 

II 
  

Hegemony and Decolonization:  
Gramsci: Hegemony, Civil Society, State, Theory of Intellectual 
Culture 
Frantz Fanon: Decolonization, National Bourgeoisie and The 
Pitfalls of National Consciousness, National Culture. 
 

12 8 

III Social Justice and Theory of Rights :  
Nozick, Rawls, Hayek 

12 8 

IV 
  

Critique to Modernity: 
Amartya Sen 
Ernest Gellner 
Habermas 

 

12 8 

  



 

  

Books Recommended 

• Tom Bottomore, A Dictionary of Marxist Thought, Oxford, UK; Cambridge, Mass. : Blackwell Reference, 
1991. 

• Emily Burns :What is Marxism? People’s Publishing House, 1st Published 1993. 

• McLellan, D. (2000), Karl Marx: Selected Writings, Oxford. 

• Cohen, G.A. (2000), Karl Marx’s Theory of History: A Defence, Oxford and Princeton. 

• Lichtheim, G. (1982), Marxism: An Historical and Critical Study, Columbia. 

• Parekh, B. (1982), Marx’s Theory of Ideology, JHU Press. 

• Elster, J. (1985), Making Sense of Marx, Oxford. 

• V. I. Lenin. The Three Sources and Three Component Parts of Marxism, Prosveshcheniye No 3., March 1913 

• Karl Marx, Manifesto of the Communist Party, First Published: February 1848 

• Karl Marx, Wage Labour and Capital, First Published (in Germany): Neue Rheinische Zeitung, April 5-8 and 
11, 1849 

• Karl Marx, Value, Price and Profit. New York: International Co., Inc, 1969. 

• Karl Marx, The Civil War in France, First Published, 1871 

• Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, translated and published by Progress Publishers, 
Moscow, 1937. 

• Frederick Engels, Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, Progress Publishers, 1970. 

• Mao Zedong, On Contradiction, Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, August, 1937. 

• Mao Zedong, Dialectical Materialism, Selected Works of Mao Tse- tung, April to June 1938 

• Julia Lovell, Maoism: A Global History, The Bodley, London, 2019. 

• Robert J. Alexander, International Maoism in the Developing World, New York: Praeger, 1999. 

• Robert J. Alexander, Maoism in the Developed World, World, New York: Praeger, 2001. 

• Alain Badiou, The Cultural Revolution: The Last Revolution?, positions 133:3 (winter 2005): 481-514. 



 

• Geremie R Barmé, Shades of Mao: The Posthumous Cult of the Great Leader, New York: M. E .Sharpe, 
1996. 

• Alexander C. Cook, Mao’s Little Red Book: Global History, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2014 

• Timothy Cheek, A Critical Introduction to Mao, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

• Frank Dikotter, The Cultural Revolution: A People’s History 1962-1976, Bloomsbury, London, Oxford, New 
York. New Delhi, Sydney. 2016. 

• Mao Zedong, Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art, May 1942, Selected Works of Mao Tse- tung. 

• Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Note Books, Aakar Books. 

• Walter L. Adamson, Hegemony and Revolution: Antonio Gramsci’s Political and Cultural Theory. University 
of California Press, 1983. 

• George Haare and Nathan Sperber, An Introduction to Antonio Gramsci: His Life, Thought and Legacy, 
Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. 

• Renate Holub, Antonio Gramsci: Beyond Marxim and Postmodernism, Routledge. 1992.  

• Francisco Femandez Buey, Antonio Gramsci, Reading Gramsci, Brill Academic Publishers, 2014. 

• Frank Rosengarten, The Revolutionary Marxism of Antonio Gramsci, Brill, 2014. 

• Antonio Gramsci, Peter D Thomas, The Gramscian Moment: philosophy, hegemony and Marxism. 

• Antonio Gramsci, David Forgacs (eds), The Gramsci Reader: selected writings, 1916-1935. New York 
University Press. 2000. 

• Thomas R Bates, Gramsci and the Theory of Hegemony, Journal of the History of Ideas, 36 (2), 351-366, 
1975. 

• Margaret Leah King, The Social Role of Intellectuals: Antonio Gramsci and the Italian Renaissance, 
Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 61 (1), 23-46, 1978. 

• Wolfgang Fritz Haug, ‘Gramsci’s Philosophy of Praxis: Camouflage or Refoundation of Marxist Thought?’ 
Socialism and Democracy 14 (Spring-Summer 2000), 1–19. 

• Thomas Nemeth, Gramsci’s Philosophy: A Critical Study (Brighton: Harvester, 1980) 

• Marcus Green, ‘Rethinking the subaltern and the question of censorship in Gramsci’s Prison Notebooks,’ 
Postcolonial Studies 14 (2011), 387–404. 



 

• Peter Thomas, The Gramscian Moment: Philosophy, Hegemony and Marxism, London: Haymarket, 2011. 

• Frantz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks, Grove Press, 1952. 

• Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism, Grove Press, 1959 

• Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, Grove Weidenfeld. 1961. 

• Hussein A Bulhan, Frantz Fanon and the Psychology of Oppression, Plenum Press. 1985. 

• Frantz Fanon, Jean Khalfa, Robert J. C. Young, Stevan Corcoran. Alienation and Freedom, Bloomsbury 
Academic, 2018. 

• Reiland Rabaka, Forms of Fanonism: Frantz Fanon’s Critical Theory and the Dialectics of 
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Title of the Course: International Relations - II 
Course Code: PSCC5 

Nature of Course: Major 
Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 4822 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 

Total Credits: 4 
 

Course Objectives:  

●​ The paper attempts to familiarize students with contemporary issues in international relations. 
●​ It introduces students to the diverse perspectives that mark the understanding of the concepts 

like power, nation state and globalisation. It deals with the issues in political economy and the 
prospects and pitfalls of global governance. 

●​ It introduces students to a variety of significant actors and issues in contemporary international 
relations. 

●​ Debates on these issues are presented to the students to enable them to form a comprehensive 
understanding of the competing narratives and discourses on the international issues of the 
contemporary times. 
 

Course Outcomes:  

●​ The paper remains useful for students who intend to explore the themes and issues in 
International Relations.  

●​ Students will be able to identify the main issues in international relations as well as be able to 
grasp the important themes that inform the   study of the topic which will help them pursue the 
subject at higher academic and policy levels, both at the university and in think tanks.  

●​ The paper has utility for students preparing for UGC NET-JRF exams, SLET exam and other 
competitive exams like civil services. 

 
Unit Topic No. of 

Lecture 
No. of 

Tutorials 



 

I Power and the Nation State: 
●​ Power in World Politics​  
●​ Sovereignty​ and Globalization  
●​ Nation and nationalism in World Politics 

12 08 

II 
 Conflict Resolution and International Law  

●​ Conflict Resolution and Diplomacy​  
●​ Humanitarian Intervention in World Politics 
●​ International Law on conflict resolution  

12 08 

IV 
International Political Economy 

●​ Capitalism and Neoliberalism 
●​ Global governance, Bretton Woods System   
●​ Global Financial Crisis 

12 08 

IV 
Issues in Contemporary IR 

●​ Human Security 
●​ Terrorism 
●​ Global environmental conventions 

12 08 
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International Studies Review, Vol. 4, No. 1 (Spring, 2002), pp. 3-22 
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●​ K.F. Hoslti, “State and Statehood” in Richard Little and Michael Smith (eds) Perspectives on 
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pp.713-725 

●​ Stanley Hoffmann, ‘The Role of International Organization: Limits and Possibilities’,International 
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●​ PeterWallensteen, Understanding ConflictResolution-Warand Peace andtheGlobal System 
(London: Sage Publication,2002) 



 

●​ BarryBuzanandLeneHansen,“TheKeyquestionsinInternationalSecurityStudies:The state, politics 
and epistemology”, in The Evolution of International Security Studies, Cambridge University 
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●​ JuttaWeldes,“Constructingnationalinterests”,EuropeanJournalofInternationalRelations, September 
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171–201 21. 

●​ RobertJervis,“CooperationUndertheSecurityDilemma”,WorldPolitics,Vol.30,No.2: 167 -214 
●​ Owen,T.(ed.),SpecialSectiononHumanSecurity,Securitydialogue.ISSN:0967-0106, 35:3 (2004), 

345-87. 
●​ Paris,R.,‘HumanSecurity:ParadigmShiftorHotAir?’,Internationalsecurity.ISSN: 0162-2889, 26:2 

(2001), 87-102. 
●​ Suhrke,A.,‘HumanSecurityandtheInterestsofStates"Securitydialogue.ISSN:0967- 0106, Vol. 30 
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          Title of the Course​ :​ Public Administration: Theories and Practices                     
Course No.​ :​ PSCC6 
 

Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 48 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 
Total Credits​ : 04 

Course Objective: This course is designed to provide students with insight to theories as well 
practices of Public Administration. The course focuses on the theoretical base of administration, 
organizations, the human component of administration, the complexities and relevance of the present 
day administration. 

 
Course Outcome: This course attempts to enable the students to develop a critical understanding of 
nuances related to administration, administrative structures especially the present form, human 
component of administration etc. Understanding of these areas will help in higher studies as well as at 
the policy making level. 

Unit Topic No. of 
Lecture 

No. of 
Tutorials 

 
I 

Public Administration as a discipline-  
Meaning, nature and Evolution,  
New Public Administration and New Public Management  

12 08 

 

 
II 

Theories to Public Administration: 
Classical- Scientific Management (Taylor), Human Relations 
and Bureaucratic (Weber) 

12 08 

 
III 

Theories to Public Administration: 
Modern - Decision Making Theory (Simon), Theories of and 
Ecological (Riggs)Motivation (Maslow) ,  

12 08 

IV 
Development Administration and Governance: Meaning 
and features of Development Administration 
Meaning and  nature Comparative Public Administration 
Citizen and Administration- E-Governance, Lok Pal 
Lokayukta, RTI and Citizen Charter. 

12 08 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
Recommended Readings: 

●​ Avasthi & Maheshwari, Public Administration, Sahitya Bhawan, Agra, 2001 
●​ BL Fadia & K. Fadia, Public Administration, Sahitya Bhawan, Agra, 2001 
●​ SL Goel, Advanced Public Administration, Sterling, New Delhi, 1994 
●​ Avasthi Avasthi, Administrative Theory, Lakshmi Narain, Agra, 1996 
●​ Rumki Basu, Public Administration, New Delhi, 1996 
●​ M. Bhattacaharya, Public Administration, Calcutta, 1987 
●​ CP Bhambhri, Bureaucracy and Politics in India, New Delhi, 1971 
●​ John Thompson, Participatory Approaches in Government Bureaucracies:​ Facilitating the 

Process of Institutional Change, World Development, 23(9),1995 
●​ Amitabha Bhattacharya, Five measures to reform the bureaucracy, The Indian Express, 2022 
●​ R.B. Jain, The Role of Bureaucracy in Policy Development and Implementation in India, South 

East Asian Journal of Social Science, 15(2), 1987 
●​ Goran Hyden, Julius Court and Ken Mease, The Bureaucracy and Governance in 16 Developing 

Countries, World Governance Survey Discussion Paper 7, 2003 
●​ OK Dey , Personnel Administration in India: Retrospective Issues, Prospective Thought, New 

Delhi, 1991 
●​ J. Wilso, Bureaucracy- What Govt. do and why they do it, New York, 1989 
●​ Asoke Mohan Roy, Generalist vs Specialist in Indian Administration, The Economic Weekly, 

1964 
●​ PR Dubhashi, Recent Trends in Public Administration, New Delhi, 1996 
●​ AR Tayegi, Public Administration, Lucknow, 1996 
●​ NN Butani, Personnel Administration, IIPA, New Delhi, 1969 
●​ P. Ghosh, Personnel Administration in India, New Delhi, 1969 
●​ Nigro &Nurgo Lyodl , Modern Public Administration, New York, 1980 
●​ V.N. Viswanathan, Comparative Public Administration, New Delhi, 1995 
●​ Irving Swerdlow (ed), Development Administration; Concept and Problems, Syracuse 

University Press, 1963. 
●​ F.W. Rigge (ed), Frontiers of Development Administration Duke University Press, 1970. 
●​ F.W. Rigge, The Ecology of Public Administration, Asia Pub. House, Bombay 1962 
●​ AliFarazmand, Development and Comparative Public Administration: Past, Present and 

Future, Public Administration Quarterly, 20(3), 1996 
●​ Bidyut Chakrabarty & Prakash Chand, Public Administration in a Globalizing World-Theories 

and Practices, Second Edition, Sage Publication, New Delhi, 2020 
●​ Rumki Basu, Public Administration in the 21st Century-A Global Perspective, Routledge, New 

York, 2019 
●​ Bidyut Chakrabarty & Prakash Chand, Public Administration from Government to 

Governance, Orient Blackswan, Telangana, 2017 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
Title of the Course 

 
: 

 
Public Policy in India 

   
Course No. : PSDSE1 
Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 48  
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32  
Total Credits : 04 

 
Course Objective:This course intends to familiarise students with the theoretical understandings of 
Public Policy Discourse. Conceptual precision shall help students to analyse the role of different actors 
and institutions in policy formulation, policy implementation and policy evaluation was well as the 
nexus between them. It engages students with the various institutions that are intricately involved in the 
realm of public policy at all stages. The paper further aims to build students’ perceptions on the 
contemporary policy issues and debates in India with a historical overview of the development of 
public policies in India since independence. 

 
Learner’s Outcome:The learners would develop a better understanding of the working of various 
institutions like the Legislature, Executive, Judiciary, and Bureaucracy, Pressure Groups, Political 
Parties, Media and Civil Society Organizations and their impact on the policy making processes and 
relate this functioning to greater cause of nation building as a responsible citizen. To gain critical 
thinking and develop the ability to understand the implementation of public policies, its evolution and 
the formulations of new policies.. It would help the students in pursuing Research in Public Policy. 
 

 
Unit Topic No.​ Of No.​ Of  
  Lectures Tutorial 

 

I Public Policy: 
Meaning, Nature and Scope 
Approaches and Models for Policy Analysis- System Model, 
Elitist Model, Incremental Model, Institutional Model, 
Rational Model, Public Choice 

12 08 

 
II 

Policy Making Process 
Role of Legislature and Executive 
Role of Institutions: 
Judiciary and Bureaucracy  
Influential Groups in Policy Making 
Pressure Groups, Political Parties, Media, Civil Society 

12 08 



 

 
 
III 

Policy Implementation & Evaluation: 
A.​Approaches : top-down and bottom-up. 
B.​Role of bureaucracy and Problems of policy implementation 
C.​Policy Evaluation Process and Challenges 

12 08 

IV Public Policy Development in India: 
A.​ Nehruvian era 
B.​ Post-Liberalisation era 
C.​ People’s Resistance Movements- Land (Ceiling and 

Regulation Act, 1976) and Environment (Environment 
Protection Act, 1986) 

12 08 

Recommended Reading List: 
 
 

●​ Dye, Thomas R. (2017); “Policy Analysis” and “Models of Politics” in Understanding 
Public Policy; Pearson, 15th edition, pp. 1-24 

●​ Moran, Michael, Martin Rein and Robert E. Goodin (2006); The Oxford Handbook of 
Public Policy; Oxford University Press, pp. 3-79. 

●​ Frohock, F. M (1979);Public Policy: Scope and Logic; Prentice-Hall, New Jersey. 
●​ Anyebe, A.A. (2018);“An Overview of the Approaches to the Study of Public Policy” 

inInternational Journal Of Political Science; Volume 4, Issue 1, pp 08-17. 
●​ Birkland, Thomas A.(2001);An Introduction to the Policy Process; M. E. Sharpe,London. 
●​ Dye, Thomas R. (2017); “The Policy Making Process” in Understanding Public Policy; 

Pearson, 15th edition,pp. 25-51. 
●​ Moran, Michael, Martin Rein and Robert E. Goodin (2006); The Oxford Handbook of 

Public Policy; Oxford University Press, pp. 207-366. 
●​ Sahoo, S. (2013); Civil Society and Democratization in India: Institutions, Ideologies and 

Interests; Abingdon: Routledge. 
●​ Tandon, R., & Mohanty, R. (eds.) (2003);Does civil society matter?: Governance in 

Contemporary India; Sage 
●​ Dror, Y. (1989); Public Policy Making Reexamined; Transaction Publication, Oxford. 
●​ Ham, C. and Hill, M. The Policy Process in the Modern Capitalist State, Sussex, Harvester, 

1984 



 

●​ Mathur, Kuldeep (2013); Public Policy and Politics in India: How Institutions matter; 
Oxford University Press, pp. 187-199, 200-259. 

●​ Sapru, Radhakrishan (2017); Public Policy A Contemporary Perspective; Sage Texts. 
●​ Dye, Thomas R. (2017); “Policy Evaluation” in Understanding Public Policy; Pearson, 15th 

edition,pp. 52-68 
●​ House, P. W. (1982);The Art of Public Policy Analysis; Sage, Delhi. 
●​ Gilson L. Lipsky (2015);“Street Level Bureaucracy” in Page E., Lodge M. and Balla S. (eds) 

OxfordHandbook of the Classics of Public Policy; Oxford University Press, Oxford. 
●​ Sapru, Radhakrishan (2017); Public Policy A Contemporary Perspective; Sage Texts. 
●​ Moran, Michael, Martin Rein and Robert E. Goodin (2006); The Oxford Handbook of 

Public Policy; Oxford University Press, pp.109-206. 
●​ Mathur, K. (2013);Public Policy and Politics in India: How Institutions Matter; Oxford 

University Press, pp. 164-186, 260-278. 
●​ Jayal, N.G. (1999);Democracy and the State: Welfare, Secularism and Development in 

ContemporaryIndia; Oxford University Press, New Delhi. 
●​ Chakrabarti, R. & K. Sanyal (2016);Public Policy in India; Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi. 
●​ Sinha, A. (2011); “An Institutional Perspective on the Post-Liberalisation State in India” in 

Akhil Gupta And K. Sivaramakrishnan eds. The State in India after Liberalisation: Inter- 
disciplinaryPerspectives; Routledge, New York, pp.49-68. 

●​ Dreze, Jean & Amartya Sen (1995);India: Economic Development & Social Opportunity; 
OxfordUniversity Press. 

●​ Chakrabarty, Bidyut and Prakash Chand (2020); “Conceptualising Indian Responses” in 
Public Policy: Concept, Theory and Practice; Sage Texts, pp. 89-164. 

●​ Krueger, Anne eds. (2002);Economic Policy Reform and the Indian Economy; Oxford 
University Press. 

●​ Chatterjee, Partha eds. (1999);State and Politics in India; Oxford University Press, Delhi. 
●​ Kothari, Rajni (1995); Politics in India; Orient Longman,New Delhi. 
●​ Chakrabarty, Bidyut (2010); “Participatory governance In India - The field experience” 

inICSSR Journal of Abstracts and Reviews; Vol. 36 (1). 
●​ Kuldeep Mathur (2013); Public Policy and Politics in India: How Institutions matter; 

Oxford University Press, pp. 116-163. 
●​ Chakrabarty, Bidyut and Prakash Chand (2020); “Sectoral Policy Designs in India” in 

Public Policy: Concept, Theory and Practice; Sage Texts, pp. 165-257. 
●​ Singh, Satyajit (2016); The Local in Governance: Politics, Decentralisation, and 

Environment; Oxford University Press, New Delhi. 
●​ Scott, James (1989); “Everyday Forms of Resistance” in Forrest D. Colburn eds.Everyday 

Forms ofPeasant Resistance, M.E. Sharpe, Armonk,New York. 
●​ Scott, James (1998); Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human 

Condition haveFailed; Yale University Press, New Haven. 



 

●​ Dwivedi, O. P. (1997); India’s Environmental Policies, Programmes and Stewardship; 
Macmillan Press Ltd. 

●​ Ambagudia, Jagannath and Virginius Xaxa eds. (2021); Handbook of Tribal Politics in 
India; Sage Publications (excerpts). 

●​ Bhagat-Ganguly, Varsha eds. (2016); Land Rights in India: Policies, Movements and 
Challenges; Routledge, (excerpts). 

●​ Bjorkman, James Warner (1979); Politics of Administrative Alienation in India’s Rural 
Development Programs; Ajanta Publications, Delhi,(excerpts). 

●​ Nielsen, Kenneth Bo and Patrik Oskarsson (2017); Industrialising Rural India: Land, Policy 
and Resistance; Routledge, (excerpts). 

 



 

Title of the Course: Politics of Developing Countries 
Course No. : PSDSE2 

Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 48 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 

Total Credits : 04 

Course Objectives: This course intends to familiarise students with the theoretical debates around issues and 
institutions that govern developing countries. It is designed to help students analyse the role of historical 
processes and events in shaping the political trajectory of developing countries. The course aims at generating 
a critical insight on the impact of contemporary political phenomenon and trends on the society and politics of 
developing countries and their responses to it. 

Learner Outcomes:The learners are expected to be equipped with the foundational and theoretical 
frameworks of understanding the nuances of politics of developing countries. The learners are expected to gain 
insights into the multitude of factors affecting society and politics of developing counties. This course is 
expected to be of special help to the students in pursing research and further academic engagements. 

  

  

Unit Topic   No. of 
Lecture
s 

No. of 
Tutorial
s 

I Understanding the Developing World 

Defining the Developing World 

Theoretical Approaches: Modernization Theory, Dependency 
Theory, World System Theory 

The Crisis of the Developing World 

  

12 8 

II 

  

Colonialism and the Politics of Representation: 

Colonial Discourse; Colonialism and the Politics of Knowledge 

Formation; Race, Class and Colonialism. 

  

12 8 



 

III Post –Coloniality and Transition 

Theorizing Postcoloniality/Postcolonialism;  

Nation- Building and the Post-Colonial State. 

Democratization in the Developing World (South Asia);   

12 8 

IV 

  

Neo- Colonialism and the Impact of Globalization 

Neo-Colonialism and Globalisation,  

Civil Society and Developing World,  

Culture and Identity Crisis in developing World 

12 8 

                                                                                ​  

  

Recommended Readings: 

• Richard Peet and Elaine Hartwick, Theories of Development: Contentions, Arguements, Alternatives, The 
Guilford Press, 2015. 

• Samuel Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies, Yale University Press, 1968. 

• Jarge Larrain, Theories of Development: Capitalism, Colonialism, Dependency, John Wiley and Sons, 1991 

• Understanding Third World Politics: Theories of Political Change and Development, Indiana University 
Press, 2003 

• William Crain, Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications, Pearson, 2014. 

• Kate Willis, Theories and Practices of Development, Routledge, 2011. 

• Bernard Kohn, Colonialism and its Forms of Knowledge, Princeton University Press, 1996. 

• Ania Loomba, Colonialism/Postcolonialism, Routledge, 2015. 

• Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism, Translated by Joan Pinkham, New York: Monthly Review Press. 
2001. 

• Albert Memmi, The Colonizer and the Colonized, Beacon Press, 1965. 



 

• Edward Said, Orientalism, Pantheon Books, 1978 

• Aijaz Ahmad, Orientalism and After: Ambivalence and Cosmopolitan Location in the Work of Edward Said, 
Economic and Political Weekly. 27 (30), 1992. 

• Hamza Alavi, The State in Post-Colonial Societies: Pakistan and Bangladesh, New Left Review, 1972. 

• Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman, Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory: A Reader, Routledge, 
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Title of the Course: Rural Development in India 
Course Code:PSDSE3 

Nature of Course: Discipline Specific Elective (DSE) 
Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 4822 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 

Total Credits: 4 
 

Course Objective: 

●​ The aim of this course is to enable the students to understand about the different aspects of 
Rural Development in India.  

●​ It tries to give a critical understanding of the different schemes of rural development in India 
and in Assam particularly.  

●​ The course will also help the students to understand the different issues and challenges of rural 
development in India. 

 
Learner’s Outcome:  
 

●​ This paper helps in making the students understand the political   systems of the day.  
 
●​ The student would be able to understand and experience of different aspects of Rural 
Development, the schemes/programmes, the nature of planning and management of rural 
development programmes 

 
 

Unit Topic No. of 
Lectures 

No of 
Tutorials 

 
I 

Rural Development: 
●​ Meaning ,Nature – Scope –  
●​ Approaches and Strategies 
●​ Contemporary Trends 

12 08 

 
II 

Administrative and Organizational set up for 
Rural Development in India: 

●​ Implementing Agencies for Rural 
Development:Centre and State 

●​ Deputy Commissioner and District 
Development Officers 

●​ Block Development Officer and Panchayat  

12 08 

 
 
 
III 

Managerial Problems of Rural Development: 
●​ Co-ordination–Communication in Rural 

Development  
●​ Supervision and Control of Rural 

12 08 



 

Development 
●​ Implementation of Rural Development 

Programmes in Assam 
 
IV 

Role of Panchayati Raj Institutions: 
●​ Rural Credit-Financial Institutions 
●​ Non-Governmental Organizations 
●​ Self Help Groups(SHGs) 

12 08 

 

Suggested Readings: 

●​ K.Sahu,2003,RuralDevelopmentinIndia, Anmol Publications 
●​ K.Singh,2009,RuralDevelopment:Principles,PoliciesandManagement,Sage 

Publications 
●​ M.J.Moseley,2003,RuralDevelopment:PrinciplesandPractice,Sage Publications 
●​ R. Maheswari, Rural Development in India: A Public Policy Approach, New Delhi, SAGE 

Publications Pvt. Ltd; Second edition (1 December 1994) 
●​ SekharDasPurnendu,DecentralizedPlanningandParticipatoryRuralDevelopment, Concept 

Publishing Co (1 December 2006) 
●​ R.Chambers,1983,Ruraldevelopment:PuttingtheLastFirst,Longman 
●​ S.N.Tripathy, 2000,Rural Development, Discovery Publishing 
●​ U.M.Jha, 1995, Rural Development in India: Problems and Prospects, Anmol Publications. 
●​ Katar Singh (2008), Rural Development: Principles, Policies and Management, Sage, New 

Delhi 
●​ Nawani, N.P. (2006), District Administration: Theory and Practice, Publications Division, 

Ministry of I&B, New Delhi. 
●​ Fraser, Thomas G.(ed)(2013), India’s Rural Transformation and Development: Issues, Processes 

and Direction, Suryodaya Books, New Delhi. 
●​ Kumar, Girish (2006), Local Democracy in India: Interpreting Decentralization, Sage, New 

Delhi. 
●​ Sharma,Vipin(ed)(2013),StateofIndia’sLivelihoodsReport2012,Sage,New Delhi. 
●​ Tankha, Ajay (2012),Banking on Self-Help Groups: Twenty Years On, Sage, New Delhi. 
●​ The World Bank (2010),Of Taps &Toilets: Evaluating Community Demand–Driven Projects in 

Rural India, The World Bank, South Asia Region, Washington, D.C. 
●​ Tiwari, Ramesh Kumar(2011),Human Rights and Law: Bonded Labour in India, Cambridge 

University Press, New Delhi. 
●​ Deshpande, R.S. and Saroj Arora (eds) (2010), Agrarian Crisis and Farmer Suicides, Sage, New 

Delhi. 
●​ Dreze, Jean, and Reetika Khera (2011),The Battle for Employment Guarantee, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi. 
●​ Bardhan,P.& D. Mookherjee eds.(2007), Decentralisation    and   Local Governance in 

Developing Countries: A Comparative Perspective, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 
●​ Planning Commission Government of India (2013), Twelfth Five Year Plan (2012-17) especially 

Volume II Chapter17:Rural Development, Sage Publications, Delhi. 
●​ Shah, Mihir, Neelakshi Mannand Varad Pande (eds) (2012), MGNREGA Sameeksha, Orient 



 

Black Swan, New Delhi. 
●​ Sengupta Chandan and Stuart, Corbridge (eds) (2010), Democracy, Development and 

Decentralisation in India, Routledge, New Delhi. 
●​ Chakravarthy, S.‘Anoteon multi level planning structure for India’, Planning Commission, 

Government of India. New Delhi. 
●​ Chandan, J.S.‘Management Theory and Practice’,Vikas Publishing House, Delhi. 
●​ Desai, Vasant. ‘Rural Development, Organisation and Management’, Volume III, Himalaya 

Publishing House, Mumbai. 
●​ Jha, S.N.& Mathur, P.C,‘Decentralisation and Local Politics’, Sage Publications, New Delhi. 
●​ Mathew, George.‘Status of Panchayati Raj in the States in India’.Concept Publishing House, 

New Delhi. 
●​ Mathur, Kuldeep and Inayatullah. ‘Monitoring and Evaluation of Rural Development:Some 

Asian Experiences’, Asian and Pacific Development Centre, Malaysia. 
●​ Mishra,S. N. ‘Rural Development Planning- Design and Method’, Satvahan Publications, New 

Delhi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Title of the Course : State Politics in India 
Course No. :PSDSE4 

Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 48 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 

Total Credits : 04 

Course Objectives: 

The paper intends to familiarise the students with the historical context as well as contemporary debates on 
some of the key themes in Indian political processes. The paper seeks to equip the students with a 
comprehensive perspective on the current developments in the field of studying state politics in India with 
empirical evidences from select states and look into the cross currents of different reasons affecting state 
politics in India. 

Learner Outcomes: 

• The learners are expected to be equipped with the foundational and theoretical frameworks of understanding 
the nuances of politics in select states of India. 

• The learners are expected to gain insights into the multitude of factors affecting state politics in India through 
a historical and comparative perspective. 

• This course is expected to be of special help to the students in pursing research and further academic 
engagements as well as in the preparation of various competitive examinations. 

  

Unit Topic   No. of 
Lecture
s 

No. of 
Tutorial
s 

I Understanding State Politics:  

State Politics and it's significance  

Approaches: Institutional, Political and Culture 

Understanding the Indian State: Colonial legacy 

12 8 

II 

  

Reorganization of State and Regionalism:  

Basis of Reorganization:Linguistic and Identity, Administrative and 

12 8 



 

Development  

Nationalism and Sub-Nationalism 

Regionalism and Sub-Regionalism 

III 

  

Regional variance in State Politics:  

Fifth and Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India, 73rd and 74th 

Amendments 

Article 371 of the Indian Constitution  

12 8 

IV Politics in Northeast India: 

Demography and diversity  

Development and Disparity  

Insurgency in North East India 

12 8 

  

Recommended Readings: 

• Brass, Paul R. (1990). The Politics of India Since Independence, Cambridge University Press 

• Chatterjee, P. (1986). Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World, United Nations University 

• ---------------- (1993). The Nation and its Fragments, Princeton University Press 

• Frankel, F. and M.S.A. Rao (eds.) (1990). Dominance and State Power in Modern India, VolS.1 and 2, OUP. 

• Weiner, M.(ed.) (1968). State Politics in India, Princeton University Press. 

• Kothari, R. (1970). Politics in India, Orient Longman. 

• Anderson, B. (1983). Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, Verso 

• Gellner, E. (1983). Nations and Nationalism, Cornell University Press 

• Hobsbawm, E. (2021). On Nationalism, Hachette 

• Jenkins, R. (2004). Regional Reflections: Comparing Politics Across India’s States, OUP 



 

• Singh, P. (2008). Federalism, Nationalism and Development: India and the Punjab Economy, Routledge 

• Pandian, J. (1987). Caste, Nationalism and Ethnicity: An Interpretation of Tamil Cultural History and Social 
Order, Popular Prakashan 

• Baruah, S. (2010). Ethnonationalism in India: A Reader, OUP 

• Kumar, A. (2016). Rethinking State Politics in India: Regions within Regions, Taylor & Francis 

• Chowdhary, R. (2019).Jammu and Kashmir: 1990 and Beyond: Competitive Politics in the Shadow of 
Separatism (SAGE Series on Politics in Indian States) 

• Varshney, A. (1991). India, Pakistan, and Kashmir: Antinomies of Nationalism, Asian Survey, Vol. 31, No. 
11, pp. 997 - 1019 

• Kaviraj, S. (ed.) (1997). Politics in India, OUP 

• Chatterjee, P. (ed.) (1997). State and Politics in India, OUP 

• Wood, John R (ed.) (1984). State Politics in Contemporary India: Crisis or Continuity, Boulder, Westview 
Press. 

• Narain, I. (ed) (1976). State Politics in India, Meenakshi Prakashan 

• Hasan, Z. (2000). Politics and the State in India, Sage 

• Cederlof, G. (2014). Founding an Empire on India’s North-Eastern Frontiers (1790-1840): Climate, 
Commerce, Polity, OUP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Title of the Course  :   Gender and Politics in India  
Course No. :   PSDSE5 

Total Lectures of 1 hour duration     :    48 

Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration    :    32  
Total Credits                                        :    04  

 
 
Course Objectives:  

• To introduce key gender concepts and examine how gender intersects with social structures like class, caste, 

sexuality, religion, and work. 

• To familiarize students with major feminist theories, including liberal, radical, Marxist, and Third World 

perspectives. 

• To explore the historical and contemporary trends in Indian feminism, focusing on women's movements, 

legal rights, and key gender debates. 

• To examine the development of feminist consciousness in Northeast India through the status, activism, and 

peace-building roles of women. 

Course Outcome:  

• The students are expected to learn to critically analyze the role of gender in shaping individual identities and 

social inequalities. 

• The students are expected to learn to compare and critically engage with diverse feminist theoretical 

frameworks. 

• The students are expected to analyze the evolution of Indian feminism and evaluate its impact on gender 

rights and policy debates like the UCC. 

• The students are expected to learn to assess the contributions of women’s organizations and their role in 

addressing conflict and promoting gender justice in Northeast India. 

 

 



 

 
 

Uni
t 

Topic No.of 
Lecture 

No. of 
Tutorials 

 

I 
Key Concepts:  
Gender and Sex 
Gender and Socialization 

Inter-sections- Class, Caste, Sexuality, Religion and Work 

12 08 

 

II 

Introduction to Feminist Theories 
Liberal 
Radical 
Marxist 
Third World 

12 08 

 

III 
Trends and Issues in Indian Feminism:  
Women’s Movements in India- since vedic Age 
Gender Equality and Constitutional Rights 

Debate on Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 
 

12 08 

 

IV 
Feminist Consciousness in Northeast India:  
Status of Women In North East India  
Growth of Women’s Organizations: Asom Mahila Samiti, Naga 
Mother's Association  
Role of Women in Conflict Situations and Peace-Building  

12 08 

 
 

Suggested Readings:  
 
• Kath Woodward, The Short Guide to Gender, Routledge, 2012 . 
• Bryson Valerie, Feminist Political Theory: An Introduction, Palgrave, Macmillan, 2003.  

• Sylvia Walby, Theorizing Patriarchy, Basil Blackwell, 1990 . 

• Tong Rosemarie, Feminist Thought: A more Comprehensive Introduction, 3rd Edition, Westview, 2009 . 

• Irene Gedalof , Against Purity: Rethinking Identity with Indian and Western Feminisms, Routledge, 1999.  

• V.Geetha, Gender, Stree, 2002 . 

• Butler Judith, Gender Trouble, Routledge Classics, 2016.  

• Butler Judith, Undoing Gender, Routledge, 2004.  

• Judith Kegan Gardiner, Masculinity Studies and Feminist Theory: New Directions, Columbia University 

Press, 2013.  

• Menon Nivedita, Seeing Like a Feminist, Zubaan and Penguin, 2012.  

• Kamala Bhasin, What is Patriarchy, (New Delhi, 1993) . 

• Bhasin, Kamla, Exploring Masculinity, Women Unlimited, New Delhi, 2004.  



 

• CT. Mohanty, A. Russo, A and L. Torres, (eds.), Third World Women and the Politics of Feminism, 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991.  

• Lerner Gerda, The Creation of Patriarchy, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1986.  

• Aloysius Irudayam, Dalit Women Speak Out: Class, Class and Gender Violence in India, Zubaan, 2011.  

• Roy Anupama, Gendered Citizenship: Historical and Conceptual Exploration Orient Black Swan, 2005 . 

• Chakravoty Uma, Gendering Caste through Feminist Lens, Popular Prakashan, 2003  

• Mohanty. M (ed.), Class, Caste Gender (Sage, 2005).  

• Basu Amrita, Gandhi Nandita, Women’s Movement in the Global Era: The Power of Local Feminisms, 

second edition, Routledge, 2018.  

• Gail Omvedt, Violence against Women: New Movement and New Theories in India, Kali for Women, 1990.  

• Shah Nandita Shah, The Issue at stake: Theory and Practice in Contemporary Women’s Movement in India, 

Kali for Women, 1992.  

• Kumar Radha, The History of Doing, Zubaan, 2020.  

• Vandana Shiva, Staying Alive, Kali for Women, 2010.  

• Annabiran Vasanth De-Eroticizing Assault: Essays on Modesty, Honour and Power,  

Bhatkal and Son, 2002.  

• Rao, Annupana (ed), Gender and Caste (Issues in Contemporary Indian Feminism Series). London: 

Macmillan, 2003 . 

• Menon Nivedita, Recovering Subversion: Feminist politics beyond the Law, Permanent, Black, 2011.  

• Agnes Flavia, Chandra Sudhir, Basu Monmayee, Women and the Law in India, Oxford University Press, 

2004. 

• Agnes Flavis, Law and Gender Inequality: The Politics of Women’s Rights in India, Oxford University 

Press,2001.  

• Kannabiran Kalpana, Women and Law: Critical Feminist Perspectives, Sage, 2013 . 

• Reilly Niamh, Women’s Human Rights, Polity Press, 2009.  

• Agosin Marjorie, Women Gender and Human Rights: A Global Perspective, Rawat, 2003.  

• Swaminathan Padmini (ed.), Women and Work, Orient Blackswan, 2012.  

• Pai Sudha, Dalit Assertions, Oxford, 2013.  

• Kiran Prasad, Women and Media Challenging Feminist Discourse, B.R. Wold Books, New Delhi, 2004.  

• Sonia Bathla, Women, Democracy and the Media: Cultural and Political Representation in the Indian Press, 

Sage, New Delhi, 2004.  



 

• ChauduriMaitrayee, Refashioning India: ender, Media and a transformed public discourse, The Orient 

Blakswan, 2017  

• Phukon Dolly, Women, Democracy and The Media, An Analysis of Current Trends in Assam, DVS 

Publishers, 2014.  

• Hartwick Elaine and Peet Richard, Theories of Development, contentions, argument,  

alternatives, Rawat Publications, 2010.  

• Kabeer. N, Reversed Realities: Gender Hierarchies in Development Thought,Verso, 1994.  

• Boserup, E. ,Woman’s Role in Economic Development, Earthscan, London, 1970.  

• Moser, C., Gender Planning and Development: theory, practice and training, Routledge, London, 1993.  

• Vickers, Jeanne, Women and the World Economic Crisis, Zed Books Ltd, London and New Jersey, 1991.  

• Rai M Sharin, Spray Carole, Performing Representation: Women Members in the Indian Parliament , Oxford 

University Press, 2018. 

• Menon Nivedita, Gender and Politics in India: Themes in Politics, Oxford India Press, 2021.  

• Thapar Suruchi, Women in the Indian National Movement: Unseen Faces and Unheard Voices, 1930-42, 

Sage, 2006.  

• Baruah S.L , Status of Women in Assam, Omsons, 1992.  

• Dutta Anuradha, BhuyanRatna, Women and Peace: Chapters from Northeast India, Akansha Publishing 

House, 2008.  

• Phukon Dolly, Gender and Contested Spaces of Democracy in North East India, DVS Publishers, 2018.  

• Preeti Gill, The Peripheral Centre: Voices from India’s northeast, Zubaan, 2010.  

• Kolas Ashild, Women, Peace and Security in Northeast India, Zubaan, 2017.  

• Dutta Nandana, Communities of Women in Assam: Being, Doing and Thinking Together, 2015, Taylor and 

Francies.  

• Mahanta Aparna, Journey of Assamese Women, 1836-1937, Publication Board Assam, 2008.  

• Sharma Deepti, Assamese Women in the Freedom Struggle, Punthi Pushtak, 1993.  

• Manchanda Rita, Women and Politics of Peace: South Asia Narratives on Militarization, Power and Justice, 

Sage, 2017. 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Title of the Course: Social Movements in India 
Course No. :PSDSE 6 

Total Lectures of 1 hour duration : 48 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration : 32 

Total Credits : 04 

Course Objectives: 

Politics, although being dominated to a certain extent by the commands of the rulers, cannot be implicit 
without getting understood the issues and concerns of the ruled-their engagements/ participation in day-to-day 
affairs of politics. The state as well as non-state actors play their role in shaping/reshaping the ambit of 
politics. The mass involvement in politics-their interactions/negotiations with the state, are seem to be, the 
determinant factors for the state of democracy in modern democratic states-India has not been an exception in 
this regard. The course has been designed to make the learners understood the collective actions/mobilization 
of the masses- their involvement in politics through social movements. While understanding the politics of the 
masses the colonial perspective-its legacy in post-colonial India’s movement politics has been taken into 
account. 

Course Outcomes: 

After going through this course, the learners are basically expected to have a critical outlook on the significant 
social movements in India-the rationale - objectives- impact of the movements, their role in making/unmaking 
the ambit of politics in India. The history of social movements since social reforms period till the present time 
and the very wider intellectual landscape within which ideas of collective action, protest and resistance have 
travelled are expected to be understood by the learners with a critical approach. 

  

 

Unit Topic   No. of 
Lectures 

No. of 
Tutorials 

I Conceptual and Theoretical Framework: 

Social Movements: Meaning, Nature and Significance 

Theories- Liberal, Marxist, Gandhian and Relative Deprivation 

New Social Movements 

12 08 



 

Democracy and Social Movements. 

II 

  

Movements for Social Reform and Social Justice: 

Raja Rammohan Roy, Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar. 

Social Justice: Environmental Movements, Students Movements 

12 8 

III Class based Movements 

Agrarian Movements (Naxalbari, Telengana) 

Working Class Movements (Railway, Textile, Automobile). 

12 8 

IV 

  

Identity Assertions Movements 

Assam Movement 

Bodo Movement 

Women’s Movements. 

Dalit Movements. 

12 8 

  

  

Recommended Readings: 

• Marta Fuentes, Nine Theses on Social Movements, Economic and Political Weekly, 32 (35), August, 1987 

• Rajendra Singh (eds), Social Movement, Old and New: A Post-Modern Critique, New Delhi, SagePublishers, 
2001 

• T. K. Oommen, Nation, Civil Society and Social Movements, Delhi,Sage, 2004 • Ghanashyam Shah, Social 
Movements in India: A Review of Literature, New Delhi, Sage Publications,1990 

• Social Movements and the State,New Delhi, SagePublication, 2002 

• ParthaChatterjee, The Politics of the Governed: Reflections on Popular Politics in Most of the World, 
Permanent Black, New Delhi, 2004 

• P. Wignaraja (eds) , New Social Movements in the South:Empowering the People, New Delhi: Vistar, 1993 



 

• G. Haragopal, and K. Balagopal,:‘Civil Liberties Movement and the State in India’, in M. Mohanty, P. 
Mukherji and O. Tornquist, (eds.) People’s Rights: Social Movements and the State in the Third World New 
Delhi: Sage, pp. 353-371, 1998. 

Ghanashyam Shah, Social Movements in India: A Review of Literature, New Delhi, Sage Publications, 1990 ; 
Social Movements and the State, New Delhi, Sage Publications, 2002 

• Madhav Gadgil and Ramachandra Guha: Towards a Perspective on Environmental Movements in India, 
Journal of Social Work, 59 (1), 1998 

• Ramachandra Guha, Social Ecology, New Delhi, OUP,1999 • Ramachandra Guha and Juan m Alier: Varieties 
of Environmentalism: Essays North and South, Routledge, 1997. 

• Vandana Shiva, Ecofeminism, Zed Books, London, 1984. 

• Krishna Mallik, Environmental Movements in India: Chipko, Narmada Bachao Andolan, Navdanya 
(Environment and Society in Asia), Amsterdam University Press, 2021. 

• T R Gurr, Why Men Rebel, Princeton, NJ, Princeton University Press, 1970. 

• Partha Mukherji, Social Movements and Social Change: To a Conceptual Clarification and Theoretical 
Framework, Sociological Bulletin, 26(1), 1977 

• M S A Rao, Social Movements in India, Delhi, Manohar, 1979. 

• Eleanor Zelliot, From Untouchable to Dalit: Essays on the Ambedkar Movement, New Delhi, Manohar 
Publishers, 1998 

• Ghanashyam Shah, Social Movements and the State, SagePublication, New Delhi, 2002 

• Rajendra Singh (eds), Social Movement, Old and New: A Post-Modern Critique, Sage Publishers, New 
Delhi, 2001 

• SudhaPai , Dalit Assertion and the Unfinished Revolution: The Bahujan Samaj Party in Uttar Pradesh, New 
Delhi, Sage Publication,2002. 

• Ramchandra Guha , Makers of Modern India, New Delhi, Penguin India, 2012 ; Gandhi Before India, New 
Delhi, Penguin Books, 2013. 

• K L Chanchreek, Social Reform Movement and Jyotiba Phule, New Delhi, Shree Publication, 2006. 

• K.S. Singh (eds), Tribal Movement in India, Vol. I and II, New Delhi, Manohar, 1983. 

• Irfan Habib, The Peasant in Indian History, Social Scientist, 11(3), March, 1983. 



 

• M.S.A. Rao, Social Movements in India, Vol. I and II,New Delhi,Manohar Publishers, 1978. 

• Ghanashyam Shah, Social Movements in India: A Review of Literature, New Delhi, Sage, 1990; Social 
Movements and the State, New Delhi, Sage,2002. 

• Niraja G Jayal and Pratap B Mehta (eds) : The Oxford Companion to Politics in India, New Delhi, OUP, 
2013 

• K. Suri, ‘Political economy of Agrarian Distress’, Economic and Political Weekly, XLI(16) pp. 1523-1529, 
2006 

• A R Desai (eds), Agrarian Struggles in India After Independence, Delhi: OUP, pp. xi-xxxvi, 1986. 

• M. Sidhu, ‘Globalisation vis-à-vis Agrarian Crisis in India’, in R. Deshpande and S. Arora, (eds) Agrarian 
Crises and Farmer Suicides (Land Reforms in India Series), New Delhi: Sage, pp. 149-174, 2010 

• S. Banerjee, ‘Naxalbari in Desai’, in A.R. (ed.) Agrarian Struggles in India After Independence. Delhi: 
Oxford University Press, pp.566-588, 1986 

• D N Dhanagare, Peasants Movements in India, 1920-50, New Delhi, OUP, 1983 

• Hiren Gohain, Assam: The Burning Question, Guwahati, Spectrum Publication, 1984 

• Girin Phukan, Ethnicisation of Politics in Northeast India, South Asian Publishers, New Delhi, 2003 

• Sanjib Baruah, Indian Against itself: Assam and the Politics of Nationality, NewDelhi, OUP, 1999; Durable 
Disorder: Understanding the Politics of North East India, New Delhi, OUP, 2005. 

• Manirul Hussain, The Assam Movement: Class, Ideology and Identity, Delhi, Sage, 1993. 

• Sandhya Goswami, Language Politics in Assam, New Delhi, Ajanta Publications, 1997. 

• Raka Ray and Mary F., Social Movements in India, New Delhi, OUP, 2005 

• ParthaChatterjee, The Politics of the Governed: Reflections on Popular Politics in Most of the World, New 
Delhi, Permanent Black, 2004. 

• Sajal Nag, Roots of Ethnic Conflict: Nationality Questions in North East India, New Delhi, Manohar, 1990. 

• Uddipana Goswami, Conflict and Reconciliation: The Politics of Ethnicity in Assam (Transition in North 
East India), New Delhi, Routledge India, 2015. 
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Title of the Course: Rights and Resources: Understanding Ecological Politics in India 
Course Code:PSDSE7 
Nature of Course: Discipline Specific Elective (DSE) 
Total Credits: 4 
 

Course Objectives: 

●​ This course is aimed at developing an understanding of politics in India through the theoretical 
and methodological approach of political ecology; the study of socio-ecological systems that 
focuses on conflict, power relationships and the unequal distribution of environmental costs and 
benefits.  

●​ The course will thus initiate the students in carefully examining the socio political articulations 
in the country in the context of the interfaces between people, nature and nation state. It 
assumes significance in the light that a significant number of conflicts in postcolonial  India are 
related to issues of resource control amidst the growing inability of the people to interact 
meaningfully to the ecological habitat and the growing understanding that ‘varieties of 
nationalism are mediated and constructed through reference to the natural’.  

●​ Engagements with political ecology approach will provide the students with fresh insights to 
examine the nature of state-society interactions and identity construction in India. Discussions 
will also take up the legal and institutional aspects starting from the local contexts and going to 
national and global forums.  

●​ A special focus also will be given to India’s Northeast region and the thrust will be to emphasise 
on the undertones of political ecology in everyday lived realities of the region. 

 

Learner Outcomes: 
 

●​ The students are expected to learn about the current trends of ecological politics in India 
through reference to multiple case studies and theoretical insights. 

●​ The students are expected to be in a better position to make policy suggestions regarding 
various environmental debates and policy positions in India. 

●​ The students are expected to learn about the multidisciplinary approach in understanding the 
intersections between issues of nature, society, polity and economy. 

●​ The students are expected to gain useful insights which will aid them in further 
studies/researchin this dynamic subject, i.e, ecological politics. 
 

Unit Topic No. of 
Lecture 

No. of 
Tutorials 

 
I 

Ecological politics, theories and perspectives:  
●​ India as a site of ecological politics 
●​ Paradigms of development in India from colonial to 

post-colonial 
●​ Climate change debates 
●​ Environmental governance in the context of India. 

 
12 

 
08 



 

 

II 

Ecology and the society interface in India:  
●​ Types of ecological movements 
●​ Classification of ecosystems land-community 
●​ Identity matrix nature-culture-religion interface 
●​ Eco feminist critiques. 

 

12 

 

08 

 

III 

State, social movements and disputes: 
●​ The ecological context  
●​ Disputes over water resources and dams  
●​ Issues of forest rights and resources 
●​ Dispute over minings and minerals extractions. 

 

12 

 

08 

 

IV 

Ecological politics in North East India : 
●​ Dispossession, climate refugees  
●​ Ecology of ‘migration’  
●​ Act East initiative 
●​ Emerging frontiers 

 

12 

 

08 

 
 
Suggested Readings: 
 

●​ Robbins P, 2011 Political Ecology: A Critical Introduction, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford Tom Perreault 
,Gavin Bridge and James McCarthy.2015, The Routledge Handbook of Political Ecology, 
Routledge 

●​ Walker PA, 2007, Political ecology: Where is the politics? ‘Progress in Human Geography’31: 
363–369, Sage. 

●​ Neumann R P, 2011, Political ecology: Theorizing land scape, ‘Progress in Human Geography’: 
843–850 

●​ Adams, W. & J. Hutton. 2007. People, parks, and poverty: political ecology and biodiversity 
conservation. ‘Conservation and Society’ 5(2): 147–83. 

●​ Latour Bruno, 2013, An inquiry into modes of existence: an anthropology of the moderns. 
Translated by Catherine Porter. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press 

●​ Nixon Rob. 2011. Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor, Cambridge, Machachuttes, 
Harvard University Press. 

●​ David A. Lertzman and Harrie Vredenburg. 2005. Indigenous Peoples, Resource Extraction and 
Sustainable Development: An Ethical Approach, ‘Journal of Business Ethics’, Vol. 56, No. 3 (Feb., 
2005) : 239-254. 

●​ Rangarajan Mahesh.2006.Environmental Issues in India: A reader. Pearson. 
●​ Guha, Ramchandra. 1989. Radical American Environmentalism: A Third World Critique.  

Environmental Ethics11: 71-83. 
●​ Guha Ramchandra and Madhav Gedgil. 1995. Ecology and Equity: The Use and Abuse of Nature 

in Contemporary India, Routledge. 
●​ ParentiC.2015.‘The Environment Making State: Territory, Nature, and Value’, Antipode 47(4): 

829-48.  



 

●​ Agarwal Bina. 1994. A Field of One's Own: Gender and Land Rights in South Asia, Cambridge 
University Press. 

 
 
 
 

 ABILITY ENHANCEMENT COURSE  
 

 
Title of the Course                                :        Understanding Election Processes in India 
Course No.                                              :         
Total Lectures of 1 hour duration      :         15 
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration    :         9 
Total Credits                                           :         02 
 
Course Objective:  

●​ To introduce the concept of elections and their role in democracy, with a focus on electoral types and 
the functioning of the Election Commission of India. 

●​ To examine the dynamics of electoral politics in India, focusing on political parties, voting behavior, 
and the role of reservation in representation. 

●​ To provide an understanding of election mechanisms in India, including EVM, VVPAT, NOTA, and the 
ballot system. 

 

Course Outcome : 

 • The students are expected to understand the electoral process and evaluate the role of institutions in 
ensuring free and fair elections in India. 

 • The students are expected to learn to analyze patterns of political participation and assess the impact of 
parties and reservation policies on electoral outcomes. 

 • The students are expected to learn to explain the functioning and significance of various voting methods 
used in Indian elections. 

 
 
 
 

           Unit  
 

Topics  
 

No. of  
Lectures 
 

No. of  
Tutorials 
 

            I  Elections: meaning and Institutions           5            3 



 

 ●​ Meaning and types of elections 
●​ Elections and Democracy 
●​ Election Commission of India 

            II  
 

 Electoral Politics and Participation 
●​ Political Parties- National and Regional 
●​ Voting Behaviour 
●​ Reservation  

           5            3 

         III  
 

Election Mechanisms in India 
●​ EVM & VVPAAT 
●​ NOTA 
●​ Ballot  

          5            3 

 
 

Reading List: 
• Ryan M Yonk (ed.) , Election- A Global Perspective, IntechOpen Publishers, London U.K., 2019. 
• Guyana: Taylor & Francis, The Routledge Handbook of Elections, Voting Behavior and Public Opinion. 
(2017). 
• Singh, U. K., Roy, A. Election Commission of India: Institutionalising Democratic  
Uncertainties. India: OUP India. (2019). 
• Dushyanta Mendis (ed.), Electoral Processes and Governance in South AsiaIndia: SAGE Publications. . 
(2007). 
• Erik S. Herron, Matthew Soberg Shugart, Robert Pekkanen (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Electoral 
Systems. (2018). United States: Oxford University Press. 
• Ashutosh Kumar, Sandeep Shastri, Yatindra Singh Sisodia, Electoral Dynamics in the States of India, India: 
Taylor & Francis. (2021). 
• Suhas Palshikar and Yogendra Yadav: Electoral Politics in Indian States, Lok Sabha Election in 2004 and 
beyond, OUP, New Delhi, 2009 
• Zoya Hasan: Politics of Inclusion: Caste, Minorities and Affirmative action, OUP, New Delhi,2009. 
• Niraja Gopal Jayal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta: The Oxford Companion to Politics in India, OUP, New Delhi, 
2010. 
• Brass, Paul Caste, Faction and Party in Indian Politics. Volume Two: Election Studies,  
Delhi: Chanakya Publications, (1985) 
• Singer, Wendy ‘A Constituency Suitable for Ladies’ And Other Social Histories of Indian Elections, New Delhi: 
Oxford University Press, (2007) 
• Somjee, A.H. Voting Behaviour in an Indian Village, Baroda: M.S.University, (1959) 
• Shah, A.M. ‘Introduction’, in A.M. Shah (ed.), The Grassroots of Democracy: Field Studies of Indian 
Elections, Delhi: Permanent black, (2007) 
• Rao, Bhaskara A Handbook of Poll Surveys in Media: An Indian Perspective, Delhi: Gyan Publications, 
(2009). 
• Roy, Ramashray; Wallace, Paul Indian Politics and the 1998 Election: Regionalism,  
Hindutva and State Politics, New Delhi, Thousand Oaks, London: Sage Publications,  
(1999). 



 

• Chandra, Kanchan, ‘Why voters in patronage democracies split their tickets: Strategic voting for ethnic 
parties’, Electoral Studies, 28, pp. 21-32. (2008) 
DOI : 10.1016/j.electstud.2008.06.006. 
• Chhibber, Pradeep; Petrocik, John R.K. ‘The Puzzle of Indian Politics: Social Cleavages and the Indian Party 
System’, British Journal of Political Science, 19(2), pp. 191-210., DOI : 10.1017/S0007123400005433 
• Jayal, Niraja Gopal ‘Introduction’, in Niraja Gopal Jayal (ed.), Democracy in India, Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, pp. 1-49, (2001) 
• Kothari, Rajni Memoirs. Uneasy is the Life of the Mind, Delhi: Rupa & Co, (2002). 
 
 
• Linz, Juan; Stepan, Alfred; Yadav, Yogendra ‘‘Nation State’ or ‘State Nation’—India in Comparative 
Perspective’, in Shankar K. Bajpai (ed.), Democracy and Diversity: India and the American Experience, Delhi: 
Oxford University Press, pp. 50-106, (2007). 
• Mitra, Subrata K. ‘Ballot Box and Local Power: Electoral Politics in an Indian  
Village’, Journal of Commonwealth and Comparative Politics, 17(3), pp. 282-99, (1979). 
• Mukherji, Partha N. From Left Extremism to Electoral Politics: Naxalite Participation in Elections, New Delhi: 
Manohar, (1983). 
• Narain, Iqbal; Pande, K.C.; Sharma, M.L.; Rajpal, Hansa Election Studies in India: An Evaluation, New 
Delhi: Allied Publishers, (1978). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
GENERIC ELECTIVE  
 

Title of the Course                                :          Environmental Politics in India  
Course No.                                             :           
Total Lectures of 1 hour duration       :          48  
Tutorial classes of 1 hour duration      :         32  
Total Credits                                          :          04  
 
 
Course Objective:  
 

• To introduce students to the key concepts of ecological politics and its relevance to development and 

environmental issues in India. 

• To examine the interactions between ecology, state, and society with a focus on land, identity, culture, and 

environmental governance. 

• To explore the role of the state and social movements in environmental disputes related to water, forests, and 

mineral resources in India. 

• To understand the unique ecological challenges and political responses in Northeast India, focusing on 

migration, transborder issues, and industrial impacts. 

 
 
 
Course Outcomes :  

• The students are expected to analyze the link between ecological politics and development debates in the 

Indian context. 

• The students are expected to learn and interpret the socio-cultural and political dimensions of environmental 

governance and resource management. 

• The students are expected to learn key environmental conflicts and assess the impact of social movements on 

resource governance. 



 

• The students are expected to learn to evaluate ecological concerns in Northeast India and assess policy and 

community responses to environmental challenges. 

 

 
Unit Topic No. of 

Lecture 
No. of 
Tutorials 

 

I 
Understanding Ecological politics : 
Meaning  and significance 
Ecological politics in India 
Ecology and the issue of development in India  
  

12 08 

 

II 

Ecology, State and Society:  
Land-Community-Identity Matrix 
Nature-culture religion interface 
Environmental governance :cpr 

12 08 

 

III 
State, social movements and disputes:  
Disputes over water resources and dams: Narmada Bachao Lower 
Subansiri 
Issues of forest rights : Chipko, Dehing Patkai 
Dispute over minings and minerals extractions: Coal Mining /Bricks  

12 08 

IV 
Ecological politics in North East India :  
 Migration and ecological degradation,  
Transborder cooperation and ecological conservation,  
 Energy and carbon emission:Cement industry in North East India 

12 08 

 

 
Suggested Readings:  
 

• Robbins P, 2011 Political Ecology: A Critical Introduction, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford Tom Perreault, Gavin 

Bridge and James McCarthy. 2015, The Routledge Handbook of Political Ecology, Routledge.  

• Walker P A, 2007, Political ecology: Where is the politics? ‘Progress in Human Geography’ 31: 363–369, 

Sage.  

• Neumann R P, 2011, Political ecology : Theorizing landscape, ‘Progress in Human Geography’ : 843–850. 

• Adams, W. & J. Hutton. 2007. People, parks, and poverty: political ecology and biodiversity conservation. 

‘Conservation and Society’ 5(2): 147–83.  



 

• Latour Bruno, 2013, An inquiry into modes of existence: an anthropology of the moderns.  

Translated by Catherine Porter. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press  

• Nixon Rob. 2011. Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor, Cambridge,  

Machachuttes, Harvard University Press.  

• David A. Lertzman and Harrie Vredenburg. 2005. IndigenousPeoples, Resource Extraction and Sustainable 

Development: An Ethical Approach, ‘Journal of Business Ethics’, Vol. 56, No. 3 (Feb., 2005) : 239-254 . 

• Rangarajan Mahesh. 2006. Environmental Issues in India : A reader. Pearson.  

• Guha, Ramchandra. 1989. Radical American Environmentalism: A Third World Critique.  

Environmental Ethics11: 71-83.  

• Guha Ramchandra and Madhav Gedgil. 1995. Ecology and Equity : The Use and Abuse of Nature in 

Contemporary India, Routledge.  

• Parenti C. 2015. ‘The Environment Making State : Territory, Nature, and Value’, Antipode 47 (4) : 829-48. 

• Agarwal Bina. 1994. A Field of One's Own: Gender and Land Rights in South Asia,  

Cambridge University Press.  

• Baruah Mann, 2014.Volatile Ecologies: Towards a Material Politics of Human-Animal Relations, 

Environment and Planning, Vol 46, Issue 6, 2014.  

• Cederlöf, Gunnel. 2013. Founding an Empire on India's North-Eastern Frontiers, 1790- 1840, Oxford 

University Press.  

• Cederlof Gunnel and Kalayanakrishnan Sivarama krishnan (Ed.). 2016.Ecological  

Nationalisms: Nature, Livelihoods, and Identities in South Asia, Seattle: University of  

Washington Press.  

• Fernandes Walter and Gita Bharali 2006, Development-Induced Displacement in Assam.  

1947- 2000: A Quantitative and Qualitative Study of Its Extent and Nature, Guwahati:  

North Eastern Social Research Centre (mimeo) . 

• Karlsson B.G, 2011, Unruly Hills: A Political Ecology of India's Northeast, Berghahn books.  

• Dolly Kikon. 2019. Living with Oil and Coal: Resource Politics and Militarization in Northeast India 

,Seattle: University of Washigton Press . 



 

• Baruah Sanjib. 2012. Whose River Is It Anyway?Political Economy of Hydropower in the Eastern 

Himalayas, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 47, Issue No. 29, 21 Jul, 2012, pp. 41- 52 . 

• Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt. 2007. Illegal Coal Mining in Eastern India: Rethinking Legitimacy and Limits of 

Justice, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 42, No. 49, Dec. 8 - 14: 57-66  

• Nongbri Tiplut. 2005. Culture and Biodiversity: Myths, Legends and the Conservation of Nature in the Hills 

of North-East India, Indian Anthropologist, Vol. 36, No. 1/2, Special issue on Folk Narratives, Jan-Dec : 1-21.  

• Saikia, Arupjyoti, 2011, Forests and Ecological History of Assam, Oxford University Press,Delhi  

• 2019. The Unquiet River : A Biography of the Brahmaputra, Oxford University Press.  

• Sarma Jayeeta, 2011, Empire′s Garden: Assam and the Making of India, Duke University Press. 

Standlea.2006. Oil, Globalization, and the War for the Arctic Refuge,Globalism, oil, and the power elites, 

Suny Press.  

• Vagholikar, N. and P.J. Das. 2010. Damning Northeast India. Pune : Kalpavrisksh.  

• K.K. Joy and Partha Das (Edited). 2019. Water Conflicts in Northeast India, Taylor and Francis Books India.  

• Datta Sreeradha. 2021. Act East Policy and Northeast India, Vitasta Publishing. 


	 
	 
	 
	SYLLABI  
	FOR  
	Master of Arts Programme  
	IN 
	Title of the Course:Political Theory: Discourses  
	Course Code: PSCC1 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Title of the Course: International Relations - I 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Recommended Texts: 
	 
	 
	Title of the Course: International Relations - II 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	          Title of the Course​:​Public Administration: Theories and Practices                     Course No.​:​PSCC6 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Recommended Readings: 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Title of the Course: Rural Development in India 
	• The students are expected to learn to critically analyze the role of gender in shaping individual identities and social inequalities. 
	 
	Title of the Course: Rights and Resources: Understanding Ecological Politics in India 
	 
	Learner Outcomes: 
	 
	Course Outcome : 


